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September 2019 Newsletter 
 

First Presbyterian Preschool 
508 Middle Street New Bern, NC 28560 

Website:  www.firstprespreschool.info    

Email: firstpreskerri@gmail.com 

Phone: (252) 670.9290 

 

Director’s Letter 
 

A warm WELCOME to all of our friends…old and new! The 

first day of school can be a mix of excited anticipation and 

nervousness for the children. It can be even harder for 

Mommy & Daddy!  

 

I say this because I want you to know that we understand. 

We all know the fears, the hopes, the problems, and the 

joys of parenting.  Yet we are also Early Childhood 

Educators. We understand, perhaps better than most, how 

very important the task of educating a young child is. We 

want for our students a true education, because we know 

that learning is not just what a child reads in a book or 

memorizes in a class. Education is what happens when one 

discovers meaningful information through experience. We 

provide an environment rich in a variety of meaningful 

experiences and exciting materials.  

 

Your child will grow in ability and confidence to move 

forward and outward to explore and discover! What your 

children learn today will help them to discover “all the 

wonderful secrets of tomorrow.”  

 

Communication is key so take time to read the monthly 

newsletters, check our Facebook page regularly for 

announcements, and hang those monthly calendars on 

the fridge.  

 

Upcoming Events 

September 3 

First Day of School!   

If you are able, please join 

other parents and 

caregivers for Coffee Talk 

just after drop off in the 

FPC Session House.   

Beginning at 9am, we will 

share coffee, pastries and 

conversation to kick off 

the new school year! 

 

 

Weather Policy 

If Craven County Schools 

are closed or have a 3-

hour delay due to 

inclement weather, the 

Preschool will be closed. 

If Craven County Schools 

have a 2-hour delay, the 

Preschool will maintain its 

regular schedule. 
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We are looking forward to reconnecting with our current 

families and getting to know our new ones!   Questions, 

suggestions, and comments are always welcome!  

Peace,  

Ms. Kerri 

 

Get to Know Our Wonderful Teachers! 

Pre-K – Ms. Laura and Ms. Terri 

Laura Fahy has been teaching Pre-K at First Pres for 12 years.   She is the former Athletic Director and PE 

teacher at St. Paul’s Catholic School.  She has 5 children and 7 grandchildren - 6 who have attended First 

Pres.  Laura loves teaching 4 and 5 year old’s! She has been married to her husband, Mike, for 47 years and 

they owned and operated the New Bern Print Shop downtown until Mike retired. 

Terri Hinson was born and raised in Pamlico and Craven Counties.  She has been married to her husband, 

Dave, for 24 years.  They have three sons - twins Alex and Trent are juniors at Liberty University and the 

youngest, Blake, is a sophomore at New Bern High School.  All three boys are First Pres Preschool graduates. 

Terri has been with First Pres for 15 years. 

Pre-K – Ms. Rosalie and Ms. Adrienne 

Rosalie Fuller first started teaching preschool when her own two sons were three and four years old. She 

taught Pre-K at First Presbyterian for 10 years and then took a full-time job when her boys started high school.  

Twenty years later she retired and came back to First Pres to continue teaching the Pre-K program. She has 

been back for four years now and is looking forward to many more! Her granddaughter Lyla will be in the 

Pre-K program this year! 

Adrienne Payton is new to First Pres this year and we are so happy to have her on our team!  Her two sons 

currently attend the program in the one’s and three’s classes.  You may recognize her from the YMCA where 

she ran the children’s programs until retiring to stay home with her boys.   

Pre-K – Ms. Suzi and Ms. Bailey 

Suzi Williams started teaching at First Pres when her youngest son started Kindergarten almost 30 years ago.  

She’s married with two sons and one beautiful grandson.  Suzi claims she won’t be here for another 30 years 

but it’s so much fun she’ll hang around a little longer! 

Bailey Evans started at First Pres three years ago as our Music & Movement teacher.  She is happy to now be 

part of the Pre-K team! Bailey graduated magna cum laude from The College of Charleston in 2013.  She is 

active in our community and is a regular contributor to New Bern Live! On Facebook.   Bailey loves working 

with children of all ages! 
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Three Year Old Class - Missy, Barbara and Carrie 

Missy Dixon ran a 5-star rated daycare in her home, but then decided to use her Early Childhood degree at 

First Pres after her own children attended our program.  She’s been with us for eight years.  Missy says she 

feels most comfortable around children because she is one at heart!  She is devoted to her wonderful 

husband, Danny, and her two children, Ethan and Reagan.   

Barbara Carter has been teaching 3’s at First Pres for 20 years.  She has really enjoyed watching her students 

learn and grow!   She moved to the area years ago when her husband, Randy, was in the Marine Corp. 

When she’s not at Preschool she spends time with her 2 daughters and 4 grandchildren.  She even runs 

marathons with her teenaged granddaughter! 

Carrie Simmons is beginning her first year with the Preschool.  Her oldest child graduated Pre-K last year and 

her youngest just started this year.  She stopped working when her first child was born to stay home and care 

for him.  She’s so excited to join our team and work with the 3’s this year! 

Three Year Old Class - Maureen and Diane 

Maureen Ciampi is happy to part of the 3’s team!  This is her 14th year at First Pres but has been teaching for 

over 25 years. She has a Master’s Degree in Fine Arts and is married with three children.  Maureen is excited 

for another great school year full of fun and friends! 

Diane Ford has been with the Preschool for the last two years.  She was a nanny to one of our students and 

Ms. Kerri knew she would be perfect on our staff!  She is the mother of three grown children and 

grandmother to 3-year-old Jackson who is attending First Pres.  She is very excited to watch your children 

grow! 

Two Year Old Class - Kim and Lynn 

Kim Meadows has been with First Pres in the red room for 20 years.  She also does our Transitions in the 

afternoon.  Kim loves working with toddlers and is a “potty training master”!  She has been married to her 

husband, Calvin, since 1984.  Her pride and joy, daughter Kayce, is a First Pres alum and is currently studying 

at ECU. 

Lynn McKenzie was a parent first at our school when her children, Connor and Erin attended.  She left her 

job in social work to raise the kids and work part-time at First Pres.  She’s been married to her husband, Mitch, 

for 22 years.  Our other “potty training master”, Lynn has the patience of Job and her sweet voice can 

usually be heard encouraging her little ones in the bathroom!  Lynn also does our Transitions program in the 

afternoons.  

One Year Old Class - Erin and Kristin 

Erin Wheeler is beginning her second year teaching the 1’s at First Presbyterian. She was raised in New Bern 

and has nannied for several families, so she may be a familiar face around our school! She does not have 

any children yet so she’s practicing on her four-legged babies for now. She is looking forward to a great 

year! 

Kristin Gunn grew up in upstate New York and moved to New Bern because of her husband’s job in the 

Marine Corps. Now retired, they are looking forward to making New Bern home. She has three kids; a 

daughter in middle school and two boys in elementary school. This is her second year teaching full time in 
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the One’s after subbing when her boys attended First Pres. She loves children and is so excited for another 

great year! 

Mother’s Morning Out 

Autumn Martin has been part of our First Pres family as Nursery staff for over 5 years. She is an energetic 

mother of three, with one on the way!  Autumn has a passion for working with young children and recently 

graduated earning several degrees in early childhood education. She is currently a member of the National 

Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) and North Carolina Early Education Coalition 

(NCEEC). She is very excited to bring her knowledge, love, and compassion to our preschool families! 

 

Other Annoucements 

We are thrilled that in August our Preschool returned to a newly renovated space in the J. Murphy 

Smith Center, just in time for the new school year! 

As you know, our Preschool had a great deal of damage from Hurricane Florence when the roof 

failed and we lost much of the contents of the classrooms and closets to water damage and 

mold. Because of the generosity of FPC members, we were able to begin much needed repairs 

and updates to the building before receiving insurance and FEMA payments: drying out the 

building and doing mold remediation, fixing the damaged roof, removing and rebuilding 

damaged walls, adding air conditioning to hallways and bathrooms where there hadn’t been 

before, fixing significant cracks and leaks, replacing aging bathroom fixtures and classroom 

countertops.   

As we arrive at the one year anniversary of the storm, our Preschool is a reminder of how long 

recovery can take. Many other individuals and organizations continue or have not even begun to 

rebuild. We are truly grateful for the many helping hands that have made this possible! 


